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IT HAS THE SAME AGE AS NOAH
AL-QAHIRAH CITADEL-TAIZ
WRITTEN BY DR.. ABDUL WALI AL SHAMIRI

%...then he stayed among his people one thousand minus 50 yearss
Good says the truth ““Sadaqa-Allahul-Azim.”
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By the majesty of the mountain, the shadow of the clouds, the glory of the moon and the splendor of the sun, settle the - . s w o (etf e sl %[5 . s A - . . SN
superb Citadel Al-Qahira in a magnificent artistic location. It conceited all heights for its inaccessible fortress and its ¢ a0 Lalfl & < ? 2 0 R =

long political influence that persisted for several centuries. Thus, it represented security, horror, victory and supremacy G @ilSa B bl o yuailly e e g (Ole¥l wliad ¢ jsmall jue g‘“Lj-‘-“” lales slaials puaall lhans (4
and it was truly the conqueror (al-qahira means the conqueror in Arabic). The Yemeni history is full of events that tell el yae o ale Al e e Dbl wlel yuall 8 La,ilg « 85,01 Layleal A5 Al bl elating & yaldll
about its significant role and its influence in the political struggles that took place throughout one thousand years. N ) )

In the era of the Sulaihide dynasty, which was established by Ali Mohamed Al-Sulaihi 1045 A.D. 436 A H., who was
the first to unify Yemen and shape its political map. The city Taiz was not yet founded, However, in its place there
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was a small village called «Oudainah” located down the huge mountain. It was a tourist resort and quiet promenade latie ilS = gpall s - (Coae) e el ol Jaul 8 puie 458 Lol sags ilSy way "JJ:‘)‘J (J"') T f‘:‘ls ¥
streamed with rivers that spring out of the ridges of the mountain and water the pomegranate forest. The breeze jostle bl caclly bt ] celus il 8 Gla )l Dile (59559 (Jaal] LA e 8yaaill LY dad 380 Bola Layiiag ¢ Lis b

its branches and the rainy clouds water it in their coming and going
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Thus, Prince Abdullah Al-Sulaihi decided to build a fortress to carry his name and safeguard his regime, He established
it at the foothill of the magnificent mountain Saber where the castle looked like a child hanged to his mother’s side.
It is said that it was firstly built about 1045 A.D. 436 A.H. and it was called Prince (Abdullah Al-Sulaihi) Citadel.
He was the one who started constructing dams inside its rocks to reserve the rainwater and rivers water. He also
excavated stores in the rocks to preserve wheat, provisions and weapons. Nevertheless, he did not live enough to enjoy
his achievements. He had traveled to the province of "Al-Mahjam" that had been located between Al-maraw‘a and al-
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The rich people of the city of "Aden" and the country’s rulers who lived in it, and those who lived in "Al-Janad" and
"Lahag" cities, used to spent the summer there. However, Prince Abdullah Bin Mohamed Al-Sulaihi- the brother king
Ali Bin Mohamed who established the Sulaihide dynasty, noticed that inaccessible hill that stands up above “Oudaina
village. He went up to find out the ruins of an old citadel of an unknown history. Nevertheless, all citadels that die out
without any information about their founders or the dates of their establishment are assigned to the era of Hameeri State

after A.D.
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However, after two years only, Lady Arwa Bent Ahmad Al-
Sulaihi took over their state. She led the army and governed
the country on behalf of her husband Al-Mokaram Ahmad
Bin Ali Muhammad Al-Sulaihi Al-Fatimi who was settling
in San‘a’. She conquered "Oudainah" citadel and deployed
it as a fort to serve the Sulaihide dynasty. In her era, "Dar Al-
Adab" was built in the citadel. It was the first political prison
in Yemen. Besides, the Sulaihia school and a bread bakery
were established. Lady Arwa Al-Sulaihia died in 1137 A.D.
532 A.H., and the Sulaihide regime had collapsed.

Leaders (that followed) tried to establish the Zorai‘i
dynasty. They took "Aden" as their political capital. They
captured the citadel and dominated all the areas and the
villages around. The area expand to a level where all
the establishments between (Oudaina) and (Al-Madam
valley) were connected and became like a city.
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In the middle of the sixth century A.H., mid twelfth century A.D. (Ali Bin Mahdi Al-Ro‘aini Al-Khariji) led ‘L oJ‘ Somiall L8 e 54y IS MP il g de s el P 4 (UA)B” e ol e O uh) 5 s seka
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men and soldiers around Al-Janad.

The regime of Imam Abdullah Bin Hamza from San‘a’- who became the ruler in 1196 A.D. 593 A H.- was Al Saill Jaa ) diel 08 aVVAT—204Y L oSl J68 g3l e lain (o aulBll 8hea o dlll wae ale¥] oSa (S
expanded to Al-Ta‘aker Al-Munif mountain which exalted "Jiblah", an Ib province city, and the surroundings Sle 156 pageallly il colY LS5y Ll ya dalill e ;_q_q cviall Lose algig ool ailas oo dhia Buss Lo
of "Al-Janad". As a result, the guards of the citadel escaped and left it to thieves who robbed all its contents . T ST I el . T L@.’;b ,
and guns. )

13 | AL Qubih Citadel - Tz o — syl ants [ 12




el oo r e O ] e AT 550 006 il iagll (S
.Sp&dlmeuwgdljllj‘@‘)ljﬂbélm u;gslygjluwzu
o,q_la_m\,‘aﬁuelel.qucsafjlMlundhmﬁsolq‘dﬂsjall
S Jslieg srale heald Lo iy Hle o 33 (e ((285) D58
i Las el e cpmla aasliels L el 2l 3S,al1 Leai]
u,a»_s:'f:.‘ll L)""‘@'”)P\S (}B&'IJM\SQJ‘;}{IJ ‘el.o.:&.”‘g ‘UIJ\}"“JI

JIJ’A@ML\L”; GYJJL' u—i._\.l Ulsﬁ u«.u.\.LA.”

However, Abdelnabi Bin Ali Bin Mahdi Al-Ra‘ini led another
invasion from "Al-‘anbara" village. He destroyed whatever
came in his way, captured the citadel, executed all its occupants
and took it as a cemetery for the deserters and the loyalists of
Imam Abdullah bin Hamza. However, Imam Ibin Hamza was
busy with a war against a group of "Zaidi" called "Al-Matrafia"
that adopted beliefs differ from the Zaidi beliefs of Imam Ibn
Hamza. "Al-Matrafia" Zaidi appeared in the village of "Waqgsh"
of "Bani Mattar" tribe, they used to have philosophical liberal
thoughts and to exercise wide interpretation to the Islamic creed.
Abdullah Bin Hamza decreed (declared a fatwa) them as atheists
and managed to exterminate them for being dissenters of the
Islamic religion. This prompted one of their supporters to call
for help from Al-Nasser Salah-Al-Deen Al-Ayoubi, the founder
of the Ayoubid State, which was established on the ruins of the
Fatimids in Egypt. He brought together to his state: Sudan, Syria,
Jordan, Palestine and the Hijaz. He liberated Jerusalem from the
Crusaders. He was loyal to the Abbasid caliphs in Baghdad
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Salah-Al-Deen responded and sent huge army to Yemen to extend the influence of the Ayuobid, and to restore it
formally to the Abbasid Caliphate.

The Ayoubian march came with huge armies sent by Al-Fateh Salah-Al Deen Bin Ayoub from Egypt under the
leadership of his brother Touranshah. He defeated the armies of Abdelnabi Bin Ali Bin Mahdi and ruined his dynasty.
In 1173 A.D. 569 A H., he took over the citadel.

When the leader of the castle Al-Ra‘ini— who was a poet- surrendered, he shouted loudly: "Taiz":

Oh Oudainah, Taiz is our paradise that We forcibly left behind with our tears shedding

17 l Al Quhisah Citadel - Taiz
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so the Ayoubian leader who did not speak Arabic,
thought that the name of "Oudaina" is "Taiz".
Consequently, he called it "Taiz". The army took
over the citadel that remained the residence of the
Ayoubian army until the end of the Ayoubian age
(1230 A.D.,628 A.H.)

The Al_Rasoulia dynasty established in "Al-Janad"
city by thebeginning of the eraof OmarBin AliRasoul
the leader of the Ayoubian armies. His descendants
followed him and ruled for more than two hundred
years. Al-Qahira Citadel was their military barrack,
secure refuge, and the bloody theater which was full
of long bloody acts. It contained a famous scientific
school whose teachers were political prisoners. The
prison acted as a disciplinary for those who rebel
against the state.
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In 1255 A.D. 653 AH., the King Al-
Modhafar Al-Rrasouli Yousef Bin Omar
took "Taiz" as his capital in place of "Al-
Janad". He gave names for areas and
places and established the administrative
sections. Moreover, he re-spread the
authority of the dynasty as the strongest
central dynasty in Yemen and he spreaded
his rule from the east of Dhofar, which
is now within Omani Sovereignty, to
Al-Madina Al-Munawara. This King
represented the strongest dynasty that
ever governed in Yemen, and he was
the second to unite Yemen following Ali
Mohamed Al-Salihi.
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The citadel kept developing during two centuries of the rule of the Rasoulides. They built a wall
around the city that was the biggest and the strongest the city ever had. Its remnants are still existing
till today. The two arms of the wall met the upper part of the back of the citadel that made the
citadel looks as a part of the wall in one time and the wall looks as a part of the citadel in another.
In 1454 A.D. 859 A.H., the army of the Tahirides dynasty, led by Amer Bin Abdulwahab Tahiri,
captured the citadel. He took "Maqranah" as his capital, and he used the citadel for the same
purposes that the Rasoulide dynasty used to use. He improved the mosque and built a firewood
for the whole citadel, may be it took a geometrical shape that provide central heating to all rooms.
Besides, the ridges in the rocks worked as safes for gold, silver and jewelry during the ages of
Rasoulides and Tahirides.
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Before the end of the Tahiride dynasty by the hands of the Egyptian Ottoman troops with
orders from the Othomani khaleefas, there were Fierce battles that took place in Taiz
and its citadel, between the army of Mohamed Bin Ahmad Bin Amer Al-Tahery and the
Ottoman army. In these battles the troops of the Tahiride dynasty were superior because
of its forts (this lasted) until 1518 A.D. 924 A H..

By the beginning of the first Ottoman age in Yemen, the Ottoman army attacked the
citadel in 1518 A.D. 924 A H. and they used the school as a residence for their leaders,
and scholastic studies had stopped. The mosque and "Dar Al Adab " remained as they
were. The Turkish leaders lived in its outstanding palace.
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The Ottaman troops came
one after the other to the
citadel and they took it as
a military barrack. At the
base of the hill on which
the citadel was built, the
Ottomans made  deep
tunnels under the rocks and
used them as shelters and
stores for food and weapon
supplies.
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In the eleventh century A.H., the
seventeenth century A.D., Al-Qahira
citadel was under the control of Al-
Mutawakil Ala Allah Ismail Bin Al-
Qasem the strongest Huseini Imam
in Yemen. After the withdrawal of the
defeating Ottoman army, he took over
all the Yemeni regions and announced
"Dhouran Anis" city as his capital. He
was the third to unite natural Yemen.
In the twelfth century A.D., the
Ottomans returned to master over the
whole Yemen and they re-captured
the citadel.
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When the military strikes became hard against the Ottoman dynasty in Eastern
Europe, especially in Austria, the Ottoman troops withdrew from Yemen and
the citadel. They left a heavy cannon, which was difficult to get it down from
the citadel, and they left another cannon which was used as an alarm for
breakfast and fasting in Ramadan. This cannon remained carrying out its job in
Ramadan until the microphones took its place gradually in the last two decades
of the twentieth century. On the other hand, in 1809 A.D. 1224 A H., AI’imam
Al-Mutawakel Ahmed Bin Ali Bin Al‘abbas gave the other heavy artillery to
Prince Kassem Bin Hassan Bin Yahya Bin Ali Bin Sa‘d the Umayyad, governor
of Mou’aimera fort that overlook Makbanah, east Shameer countries. It was
given to him as a compensation for the destruction which was caused to the
Mou‘aimera citadel (which was the fortress of his father Al-Hassan Bin Yehia
as a prize for his rebellion against the Ottoman regime). A big part of the
Mou’aimera citadel still exists up till now. I found the original handwritten
document of the above-mentioned Imam with his own handwriting and stamp.
I put it in the Military museum in San‘a’, and I keep a photocopy for myself.
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Since the first Turkish era and the age of the Imams, up till the beginnings of the
twenty first century: Al-Qabhira citadel played its role as a prison for the political
hostages and as a military barrack commanding Taiz city.
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Dar Al-Adab" in this citadel was a prison and a political exile
at the same time. Thousands of people were imprisoned in this
place. Hundreds were killed, such as:

In 1180 A.D. 576 A .H., Touranshah the Ayoubian ruler of Yemen-
ordered to kill the Persian prince Khatab Bin Munkedh in this
citadel. Prince Khatab rebelled against prince Touranshah and
declared his independence with some districts then he sheltered
in Al-Qabhira citadel.

_Al-Qahirah Citadel - Taiz







Among the famous life sentence prisoners in the citadel: The Zaidi Imam: Ibrahim bin Taj Al-Deen
who claimed the Imamate and fought Al-Rassouli state army, then defeated and captured by King Al-
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Mudhaffar Yusuf Omar Al-Rassouli at the bottom of Daylami close to the city of Dhamar. He was the O8 Oe sl sy Lol Lase (e L8 sF‘J:'“’” a gA L,AJ“‘J” oo Oa Spd el s sl pA Ll sl
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In 1330 A.D. 730 A.H., prince Saleh Bin Naji- deputy of King Ali Bin Dawood
Al-Rasouli- declared rebellion. Thus, King Ali Bin Dawood with no delay or
hesitation besieged the citadel and bombarded it with mangonel which was like
the mortar of today. However, the leader of the army opposed the bombardment
for the fear of causing total destroy to the citadel. So the kind put it under
hard controllable siege until the rebelled prince Saleh surrendered and both
he and his son Al-As‘ad were killed. Besides, it was the same destiny of his
most distinctive leaders who supported the rebellion such as: Shams Al-Deen
Al-Mufaddal Bin Yousef Bin Hassab Bin Dawood Al-Rassouli, one of the
brave leaders of the dynasty's army. Nevertheless. The politically experienced
princess (Jaha Bint Salah Al-Deen) Mother of the King Ali Bin Dawood Al
Rassouli- interfered and succeeded to mediate for the prisoners of the battle
and released them. She bore their living expenses in their exile in Al-Salam city
which was at the south-east of "Hais" city. At the end of 1352 A.D. 753 A H.,
all of them were dead because of the plague. They were buried in the citadel.
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In 1484 A.D 889 A.D., prince of Tihama
Ahmed Bin Abi Al-Ghayth Bin Hafeez,
one of the governors of the Tahiride
dynasty, was imprisoned in it after his
military rebellion against the dynasty.
He was not released until his death.

In 1514 AD. 919 AH., during the
Tahiride dynasty regime, prince of Al-
Hadida Ismail Bin Ikbal- who was one
of the governors of Al-Tahiride dynasty-
was imprisoned until death.

One of the most famous prisoners in
the 1950's A.D. was the struggler Abdel
Aziz Al Harwi.




q”_ua_l ]” d"-‘-” 03 }J r-OJ
Lo (buv) o ausll gL
lios 16 asliuiy o oo

Lol dlsy laslg
¥ LSlg 0 Spm 59
oo 0 Slge e Ly

Iyl oSlge po Ligars Lo

i gl Jle Lio oSl
SLpell JBES Lo 18

Lol i asle cual o
) Sl [
bl gl oy lalg
+ JLargligt]

w9y Lipay 551 Ly
63gc o 0Sga5 Lil J o
hob uls algb oSlo
" :adgs g

byl blgo o aipas
o g o Sie iR

o wgin oy hle

94;}“69344.@3 %‘3‘)1 C;J.b L@.::Q\g &UIJLA?!IjJJJ-”JL.AJj ‘;lfy|3¢;|M:' |3 e Lalall ',.:.;.u.’ Laldll saa S.;;;J

Scientists, poets, princes, and government men were imprisoned in this citadel. One of them
was the poet prince Kassem Bin Ali Al Zarawi (Prince of Sabiyahand Harad district) who wrote
in his prison the most sentimental poem in the Yemeni literature. It was written in the middle of
the seventh century A .H., thirteenth century A.D.




In spite of the existence of the most
famous political concentration camp
and military prison inside this citadel,
it also included the most deep-rooted
scientific school for the inhabitants of the
citadel and for the hostages who were the
children of the tribes leaders. Throughout
the ages, thousands of brilliant people
study Islamic and Arabic studies. Among
them was Al Sheikh Ali Bin Abdalla Al-
Bahr of Al-Mawia tribe during the reign
of Imam Ahmad bin Yahya Hamid Al-
Deen in the 1940's.
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Al-Qahira citadel is 474m above sea level. Its climate
is nice and pleasant throughout the year

In February 2014 A.D., it has been opened for visitors
and has been added to the Yemeni historical landmarks.
Its wall (fence) was renovated and what was ruined
of its landscapes was revived, during 2001-2014 A.D.,
after it reached the age of the Prophet Noah (peace be
upon him) and after it survived all the struggles and
contradictions over time

Dr. Abdul Wali Al-Shamiri
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